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Policy on concurrent registration of postgraduate students 

 

1. Postgraduate students are not permitted to be registered concurrently for any other 

degree or award at this or any other institution, with the following exceptions: 

(a) when registered on a formal, funded, collaborative doctoral training programme 

where registration for a concurrent course is part of a formal collaborative 

arrangement between the University and partner institution(s), and where the 

programmes are designed to be completed as part of the same overall scheme of 

doctoral training. Such arrangements must be approved on a course-by-course basis 

by the Postgraduate Committee and stated in the Course Directory entry. 

(b) a student registered for part-time study may be registered concurrently for one 

part-time, sub-degree level1 course at another institution. 

(c) a student registered on a part-time sub-degree level1 course may be registered 

concurrently for one additional part-time sub-degree level course of study at this 

University, subject to approval of both Course Directors. Fees will be charged in full for 

both courses.  

(d) a continuing student may exceptionally be permitted a short overlap between courses 

at the discretion of the Degree Committee(s), provided: 

i. the current course has been completed and examined; 

ii. the provisional examination outcome is at least a pass mark for postgraduate 

taught degrees, or a pass or a conditional pass subject to minor corrections for 

postgraduate research degrees; 

iii.  the minimum academic requirement for the new course is met. 

Students who are granted an examination allowance permitting reassessment will not 

meet the condition of completing their current course ((d)i.) until the reassessment is 

complete.  

 

2. Concurrent part-time study under clauses 1(b) or (c) above is on the understanding that: 

• students should realistically consider their ability to manage the time commitment 

and financial obligations of two courses, and how that might impact on their 

wellbeing, leisure time and any other commitments. 

• the combined time commitment for both courses will not exceed the equivalent of 

full-time study. 

• there is no duplication of content between the two courses. 

• where the second course is at another institution, study at Cambridge takes 

priority and is considered the primary course. Any resources or facilities provided 

by the Collegiate University may not be used to support a secondary course of 

study at another institution. 

 
1 Sub-degree level courses include Undergraduate Certificates, Undergraduate Diplomas, Undergraduate 

Advanced Diplomas, Postgraduate/Graduate Certificates, PGCE, Postgraduate/Graduate Diplomas, 
Diplomas of Higher Education, Higher National Diplomas, Higher National Certificates, Certificates of 
Higher Education. 

https://www.postgraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/courses


• timetabled teaching, learning, and assessment of concurrent courses may 
coincide. Students should be aware that concurrent study will not be deemed an 

acceptable reason for missed attendance, late submission, or grounds for an 

examination allowance or review. 

• concurrent study will not be eligible grounds for intermission or for an extension 

to a submission deadline, and will not be taken into consideration for any change 

in circumstances application. 

 

3. Students are encouraged to take advantage of relevant non-award bearing skills training 

and/or development activities available within the University or through external 

providers.  This may, for example, include courses offered by the Cambridge Language 

Centre, Cambridge Centre for Teaching and Learning, or the University Information 

Services, specific equipment or software training, or recreational evening/weekend/short 

courses or similar.  Typically, these will average no more than a few hours each week and 

should not detract from the time commitment of the course for which they are registered.  

https://www.cambridgestudents.cam.ac.uk/academic-resources/skills
https://www.cambridgestudents.cam.ac.uk/academic-resources/skills

